
 

 

Statement of Community Value 
Simpsons Tavern is a Living piece of the City of London’s History and by licence, London’s 
Oldest Chophouse. As a licensed hospitality venue serving food and drinks to the public, we 
are a community entity that encourages egalitarian access to work and socialise 

Simpsons Tavern has stood in an Alley from Cornhill since 1757, servicing generations of 
customers from the local community, workforce, and visitors. It has formed part of the 
fabric of the city and its DNA  

Open network and debate is how markets formed, but It is no joke to say the City of London 
was formed at Lunch. It is a statement of fact. The Coffee house and Chophouse historically 
brought in the early Gentlemen for Lunch and in turn as they met, ate, and networked the 
infrastructure of markets grew around them. Runners, then later Telex and communications 
were brought to the houses and networks and syndicates were born in the social space of 
the time, Coffee Houses and Chop Houses. It is vital to the City of London and its 
communities that we do not forget this origin, and Simpsons Tavern is intrinsically 
important in maintaining that.  

Simpsons Tavern trades with no significant difference to the way it was founded in 1757. 
The public bar and barrels in the courtyard are an open access facility. The dining rooms on 
the ground and first floor maintain the original booths, which are shared by diners. To 
promote networking and convivial atmosphere groups are sat together and sharing is 
encouraged, as it historically had been. 

This unique adherence to its history and its maintenance makes Simpsons Tavern host to a 
variety of historical societies including the Georgian Dining Academy, The Pickwick Society 
and the Lloyd’s Insurance Rugby Club. Further groups and networking events are facilitated 
annually, including our Carols Concert. Without Simpsons, these groups would be displaced 
with no equivalent to substitute, as we remain unique to the City and its identity  



 

About Simpson’s Tavern 

Not to be confused with Simpson’s in the Strand, Simpson’s Tavern is known affectionately 
as ‘the oldest chophouse in London’. Its traditional British fare dates back to 1757, 
challenging Rules’ claim to the capital’s oldest restaurant mantle. Situated in a Dickensian 
courtyard, accessed via a narrow alleyway, Simpson’s Tavern is one of London’s most 
charming, historic eateries. 
 

History of Simpson’s Tavern 
 
Thomas Simpson had been a restauranteur for 34 years when, in 1757, his father gifted him 
a site down a central London alley. There, Simpson’s Tavern has proudly remained for over 
260 years, with its signature catchphrase ‘Do you want a sausage with that?’ still being 
repeated daily. 
Now based in London’s financial district, Simpson’s Tavern was originally at the heart of the 
capital’s food trading area at Cornhill – then literally a hill where corn was sold. Similarly, 
nearby Bread Street, Poultry, Honey Lane, and Milk Street reveal aspects of London’s 
commercial history. 
Simpson’s Tavern is connected through labyrinthine alleys to other iconic establishments. 
London’s first coffeeshop, The Jamaica Wine House, stands opposite while a short walk 
takes you to The George and Vulture, a famed chophouse referenced in Charles Dickens’ 
The Pickwick Papers. 



Many consider Simpson’s Tavern to be the “usual melancholy tavern” Ebenezer Scrooge 
visits in A Christmas Carol. Dickens spent many an hour in the taverns of Cornhill: the 
streets, the people inspired the author, Dickens in turn bestowed their legacy. Other 
eminent former patrons include author William Thackeray and diarist Samuel Pepys. 
 
 
Simpson’s Tavern today 
 
Having survived the Victorian era street-widening policies, Simpson’s Tavern and its 
surrounding courtyard remain relatively untouched, at least structurally. If you’re hoping to 
catch a glimpse of Dickens’ immortalised London of cobbled streets and quaint 
windowfronts, this is the place for you. Inside, dark wooden panels still adorn the walls, 
House of Commons green benches still stretch from connect tables inviting conversation, 
brass hat stands still punctuate the booths where diners continue to enjoy their hearty, 
boozy respite from city life. 
 

Fodors Review 
The City's oldest tavern and chop house was founded in 1757 and undoubtedly is every bit 
as raucous now as the day it opened. Approached via a cobbled alleyway, it draws diners 
who revel in the old boarding school surroundings and are eager to down oodles of claret 
and English tavern-style grub. Think full English breakfasts, grilled chump chops, potted 
shrimps, steak-and-kidney pie, and hot pots of the famous house-stewed cheese on toast. 
Desserts are public schoolboy favorites like spotted dick and custard. Shared oak bench 
stalls, House of Commons green cushions, and old-fashioned service all add to the charm. 



 

 

Constitution of The Simpson’s Tavern Preservation Society (The Society) 

1.  Statement of Aims and Objectives 

The Society exists to preserve the Grade II listed Simpson’s Tavern, Ball Court, 38½ Cornhill, 
London, EC3V 9DR as a community asset, open to the public as a licensed public house/restaurant 
and trading as Simpson’s Tavern. Further the Society intends to support an application for 
Simpson’s Tavern as an ‘Asset of Community Value’ and to support the maintenance of the site as 
a listed building. 

2. Membership and Constitution 

a) The Society shall be an unincorporated membership association 

b) The membership of the Society shall be open to all individuals that support its aims and 
objectives.  

c) The members shall elect an Executive Committee of a minimum of 4 members and a 
maximum of 7 members. Members of the Executive Committee must fulfil one of the 
following criteria: 

* A resident of the City of London (any ward) 
* A worker in the City of London and eligible to vote in City of London elections (on any Ward 
List) 
* An elected representative in the City of London (CC or Alderman) 

d) The Executive Committee shall include 

The Chair 
The Vice Chair 
The Secretary 
The Treasurer 

 
d) The Executive Committee may establish a membership fee. The fee for founder members 

of the Society shall be zero. 



e) The Executive Committee may appoint an honorary President who shall be a nonvoting 
member of the Committee 

3. Meetings 

a) The Executive Committee shall meet either in person or online a minimum of 4 times a 
year.  

b) Unless otherwise stated all decisions by the Executive Committee shall be by majority 
vote. In the event of a tied vote The Chair may exercise a casting vote  

c) The quorum for the Executive Committee shall be at least 50% of voting members to 
include either the Chair or Vice Chair 

d)  An Annual General Meeting (AGM) shall take place of all members. A minimum of two 
weeks’ notice shall be served to all members. The meeting may take place in person or 
online. Each member of the Executive Committee shall report in writing to the AGM. The 
quorum for an AGM shall be a minimum of 10 members. 

e) The Executive Committee may call an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) of all 
members serving a minimum of two weeks’ notice to all members   

f) The AGM shall elect the Executive Committee and the Honorary President by the 
Alternative Vote method 

4. Finances 

a) The Executive Committee may open a bank account in the name of the Society. A 
minimum of 3 members of the Executive Committee shall be registered as signatories with 
a minimum of 2 signatories required for any payment instruction. 

b) The Society may establish a fund for the purposes of the support and potential purchase of 
Simpson’s Tavern. 

c) All funds at the disposal of the Society shall be exclusively for the furtherance of the stated 
aims in paragraph 1 of this Constitution. 

d) Any funds surplus to the requirements of the society’s stated aims shall not be distributed 
to its membership but should be wholly for the benefit of the City of London 

5.  Amendments to this constitution shall only be made by a 2/3 (two thirds) majority vote at 
an EGM or AGM. No amendment shall be permitted to clause 1.  

  


























